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About This Manual 


PURPOSE OF THIS MANUAL 


The purpose of this publication is to summarize the formats 
of the IBM System/38 COBOL language. 


This reference summary illustrates the following: 
e@ The general outline of aCOBOL program 


e A detailed format of each clause and statement in each 
division of a COBOL program 


e The PROCESS statement 
e The symbols in the PICTURE clause 
@ The assignment-names in the ASSIGN clause 


e@ The function-names in the SPECIAL-NAMES paragraph 


® Status key values and meanings 


COBOL reserved words 


WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 


Before reading this manual, you should be familiar with the 
IBM System/38 COBOL Reference Manual and Programmer's 
Guide, SC21-7718, which more fully documents all informa- 
tion contained in this summary. 


Note: The separately orderable IBM binder, SR30-0700, and 
set of binder tabs, SX21-7884, can be used with this manual 
as well as with the /BM System/38 Programming Reference 
Summary , SC 21-7734. 
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Conventions In Format Notation 
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Create COBOL Program Command 
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COBOL Program Structure 
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Environment Division Formats 
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Environment Division Formats 
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